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Obstacles to Growth
1) Being

3 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33 (NIV)

e The solution: to Christ & others.

... For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own
appetites.... Romans 16:17-18 (ESV)

9" Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor. Romans 12:10 (ESV)

2)

e The solution is

4 so that we may no longer be children...by human cunning, by
craftiness in deceitful schemes. ** Rather, speaking the truth in love,
we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
Ephesians 4:14-15 (ESV)

3) Being unwilling to

4 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you, ** but if you do not forgive others their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Matthew 6:14-15
(ESV)

e The solution:

o |will remember how much God has

4L “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. *> When they could not pay, he cancelled

the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?”** Simon
answered, “The one, | suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger
debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly... *’- But he who
is forgiven little, loves little.” Luke 7:41-47 (ESV)

o Because of that | will to others.

12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
Matthew 6:12 (ESV)

Two Keys To Growth

1) I must be willing to

% And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on
the sea... ? But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”*® And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it
is you, command me to come to you on the water.” ?° He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and
came to Jesus. ¥ But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”** Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of
little faith, why did you doubt?” Matthew 14:25-31 (ESV)

2) Be

4 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus...* He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And
being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. % ... but
when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accurately. Acts 18:24-26
(ESV)

3) Keep it

L ... let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.... Hebrews
12:1-2 (ESV)
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