Christmas 2015, Pt.2
The Practice of Christmas
By Louie Marsh, 12-6-2015

PREPARING TO PRACTICE:

1) I need to

1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. > Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in
rich food. Isaiah 55:1-2 (ESV)

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your
labor for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Isaiah
55:2 (ASV)

* But he answered, “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”” Matthew 4:4
(ESV)

2) | must of His Spirit.

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled
with the Spirit, Ephesians 5:18 (ESV)

THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTMAS

1) — Live a life of joy.

% Then the whole assembly agreed together to keep the feast for
another seven days. So they kept it for another seven days with
gladness. 2 Chronicles 30:23 (ESV)

" You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. Psalm
16:11 (ESV)

2) — Live a life of generosity.

¥ give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 (ESV)

3) — Live a life of service.

4 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 (ESV)

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and money. Matthew 6:24 (ESV)

%6 |f anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will
my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
John 12:26 (ESV)

4) — Live a life of sharing the Good News!

% For if | preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if | do not preach the gospel! 1
Corinthians 9:16 (ESV)

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, *° to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke
4:18-19 (ESV)

5) — Live a life of community.

8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because
you had become very dear to us. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 (ESV)

9 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor. Romans 12:10 (ESV)

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 (ESV)
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