Christmas 2015, Pt.3
The Promise of Christmas
By Louie Marsh, 12-13-2015

LONGING FOR THE PROMISE

1) Ask myself: Am | for God’s promise?

. longed for the Promise.

% Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. Luke 2:25 (ESV)

) longed to see the Promise.

2 1t was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but
you, in the things that have now been announced to you through
those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven, things into which angels long to look. 1 Peter 1:12 (ESV)

o longed for the Promise.

! Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2
saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” Matthew
2:1-2 (ESV)

2) | must the Promise came at the

right time.

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, ° to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. Galatians
4:4-5 (ESV)

3) Then the great gift God has given!

19 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. ** For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke
2:10-11 (ESV)

4) Finally, | need to to let Christ...

. what needs to be.

151 will give her vineyards there. | will make the valley of Achor
[Disaster] a door of hope. Then she will respond as she did when she
was young, as she did when she came out of Egypt. Hosea 2:15
(GW)

o what yearns to be.

® My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me earnestly
seeks you. For when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants
of the world learn righteousness. Isaiah 26:9 (ESV)

. what failed to be.

33 “When your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they
have sinned against you, and if they turn again to you and acknowledge your
name and pray and plead with you in this house, 3* then hear in heaven and
forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them again to the land that you
gave to their fathers. 1 Kings 8:33-34 (ESV)

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
inus. ° If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 (ESV)

. what cries out to be.

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; ® to grant to those who mourn
in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil
of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a
faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting
of the LORD, that he may be glorified. * They shall build up the
ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. Isaiah
61:2-4 (ESV)

) the expectation of God’s Power!

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV)
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