Radical, Week 2
Christ-like Love, Matt. 5:43-48
By Louie Marsh, 1-15-2017
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1) Disciples follow Jesus and

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ ** But | say to you... Matthew
5:43-44a (ESV)

e Jesus reveals how God has always wanted me to

18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the
sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: | am the LORD. Leviticus 19:18 (ESV)

20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will
heap burning coals on his head.” Romans 12:20 (ESV)

e Jesus calls meto those who hate me.

17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth,
Christ is proclaimed, and in that | rejoice. Yes, and | will rejoice,
Philippians 1:17-18 (ESV)
e Jesus called meto for those who hurt me.
34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what

they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. Luke 23:34
(ESV)

2) As a Disciple of Jesus | model my life after the

of God in Christ.

44 But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, 4° so that you may be sons of your Father who is
in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matthew
5:44-45 (ESV)

e He gives “ ” to all.

4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? Romans 2:4 (ESV)

3) I must always remember that Jesus is calling me to a

46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you
greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Matthew 5:46-47 (ESV)

e The end goal for every disciple is the

48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect. Matthew 5:48 (ESV)
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