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Motives Matter, Matt. 6:1-8
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1) The real issue here isn’t acting

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you,
they have received their reward. Matthew 6:5 (ESV)

e That would contradict Jesus command to let my

16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16 (ESV)

e Thereal issueis- am | doing things in public?
...that they may be seen by others... Matthew 6:5b

e Jesus says | should let my light shine but to

1 "Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that
you don't make a performance out of it. It might be good theater,
but the God who made you won't be applauding. Matthew 6:1
(MSG)

2) Helping others should be about

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,
that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they
have received their reward. Matthew 6:2 (ESV)

e Using others to make myself look good makes me a

e Selfish good works don’t

41 | do not receive glory from people. 42 But | know that you do
not have the love of God within you. 43 | have come in my
Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in
his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe,
when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the
glory that comes from the only God? John 5:41-44 (ESV)

e God’s love is my motivation for helping the poor, not

17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he
will repay him for his deed. Proverbs 19:17 (ESV)

3) When | pray | must never be

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you,
they have received their reward. Matthew 6:5 (ESV)

To Pray Like Jesus | Should...

° on God alone.

6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:6 (ESV)

e Be with God.

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do.... Matthew 6:7a (ESV)

e | must not my ability to pray.

...for they think that they will be heard for their many words.8 Do
not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before
you ask him. Matthew 6:7b-8 (ESV)
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