True Stories #8
God’s Not Fair — Thank God!
By Louie Marsh, 8-19-2018
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1) God’s Kingdom often works in

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, | say to you, only with
difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven.

24 Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished,
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them
and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible.” Matthew 19:23-26 (ESV)

30 This is the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last,
and the last first. Matthew 19:30 (MSG)

2) God'’s call to me is different than His call to

L “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. 2 And going out about the third hour he
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he
said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will
give you.”> So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour
and the ninth hour, he did the same. ¢ And about the eleventh
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’” They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the
vineyard too.” Matthew 20:1-7 (ESV)

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord,
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by
the power of God, ® who saved us and called us to a holy
calling, not because of our works but because of his own
purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began, 2 Timothy 1:8-9 (ESV)

3) God’s Rewards are based upon His

8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last, up to the first.”® And when those hired about the
eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 1°© Now
when those hired first came, they thought they would receive
more, but each of them also received a denarius. Matthew 20:8-
10 (ESV)

e Salvation by grace is inherently

3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God,
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, ®> even when we were dead in our trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
Ephesians 2:3-5 (ESV)

4) God in His Kingdom.

11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,
12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for
a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to
give to this last worker as | give to you. 1> Am | not allowed to
do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge
my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”
Matthew 20:11-16 (ESV)

e God isn’t interested in being fair, but

4 Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?
For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before
you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." Revelation
15:4 (NIV)
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