War Stories #2
The Foolishness of God
By Louie Marsh, 9-1-2019
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1. Following Jesus always seems

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but it is the power of God to us who are being saved.
1 Corinthians 1:18 (CSBBible)

2. Make no mistake, God

27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;

28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things

that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 2° so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. 1 Corinthians
1:27-29 (ESV)

3) Why does God do this?

e To show me

13 'When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, a man was standing before him with his
drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to
him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?”1* And he said,
“No; but | am the commander of the army of the LORD. Now |
have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his
servant?” Joshua 5:13-14 (ESV)

e Sol'll trust Him & |

2 And the LORD said to Joshua, “See, | have given Jericho into
your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. Joshua 6:2
(ESV)

e So I'll give HIM the credit !

1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. Psalm
98:1 (ESV)

e To show His Power

%0 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as
the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the
city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. Joshua
6:20 (ESV)

4) God is calling me to

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 (ESV)

5) To do this I must change and become

Then he said to them, “I can guarantee this truth: Unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever becomes like this little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. Matthew 18:3-4 (GW)

but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 19:14
(ESV)

6) What foolish thing is Jesus calling me to do next?

"Make a boat from resinous wood and seal it with tar, inside and out.
Then construct decks and stalls throughout its interior. Make it 450
feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Construct an opening all the
way around the boat, 18 inches below the roof. Then put three decks
inside the boat—bottom, middle, and upper—and put a door in the
side. Genesis 6:14-16 (NLT)

! Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that | will show you.
Genesis 12:1 (ESV)
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