The Christmas Story, Pt. 3
Angels, Shepherds & a Baby
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1) God loves to start

10 For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice,
and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. “These
seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range through the whole
earth.” Zechariah 4:10 (ESV)

1 Behold my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my
soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth
justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully
bring forth justice. Isaiah 42:1-3 (ESV)

2) Christmas is centered upon the

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Mark 1:1 (ESV)

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 1* For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, 4 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
Luke 2:10-14 (ESV)

3) Jesus Is to real spiritual life.

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never
thirst. 3¢ But | said to you that you have seen me and yet do not
believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me | will never cast out. 3 For | have come
down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who
sent me. John 6:35-38 (ESV)

4) One real response to the Gospel is

16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. 7 And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child.
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them...?° And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Luke 2:16-18, 20 (ESV)

5) Another excellent Christmas idea:
on all this.

19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her
heart. Luke 2:19 (ESV)

15 1 will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your
ways. Psalm 119:15 (ESV)
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