
                                                                                                                                   

Authentic Spirituality, #12 
A Spirit-filled Marriage, Eph. 5:21-33 

By Louie Marsh, 6-19-2005 
 
Two Prerequisites: 
 

• All believers are called upon to ____________________. 
 
21  submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. Ephesians 
5:21 (ESV) 
 

• It’s really all about _______________________________! 
 
31  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32  This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
Ephesians 5:31-32 (ESV) 
 

• How Can mutual submission be a picture of Christ and 
His Church? 

 
5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7  but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8  And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Philippians 2:5-8 (ESV) 
 

The Role of the Husband: _______________________ 
 

• ____________________ your wife! 
 

Husbands, love your wives…However, each one of you also must 
love his wife as he loves himself, Ephesians 5:25a, 33a (NIV)  
 

• NOT __________________!  The word authority is NOT here!  
 

Two Role Models for the Husband to Follow: 
 

• __________________________ 
 
25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26  that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, 27  so that he might present the 

church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. Eph. 5:25-27 (ESV) 
 

How Does the Husband Follow Christ’s Example? 
 

o ____________________ your wife! 

o _____________________ yourself & desires for her! 

o Your goal: make her ___________________ 
 

• __________________________ 
 
28  In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29  For no one ever hated 
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 
church, 30  because we are members of his body. Eph. 5:28-30 (ESV) 
 

o I must _________________ my wife as I do my self. 

o This is critical because we are _________________! 
 

The Two Roles of the Wife: _______________________________. 
 

• _______________________ to your husband in the Lord. 
 
22  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23  For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24  Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 
husbands. Ephesians 5:22-24 (ESV)  
 

o Wives submit _____________________! 
 

• _________________________ your husband. 
 

…and let the wife see that she respects her husband. Ephesians 
5:33b (ESV) 
 

This Explains Biblical Morality 
 

• Marriage is set apart by God as a model of the 
relationship between Christ & the church. 

 

• Christ gives life – therefore marriage is the only God 
ordained place to bring new life into the world. 
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