
                                                                                                                                   

    Renewal – Life Lessons From Nehemiah 
Courage– Neh. 4-6 

By Louie Marsh, 10-11-2020 
 

I Need Courage when I … 
 

1) Face my _______________________________ opposition. 
 

VERBAL ABUSE: 
 

…"What are these miserable Jews doing? Do they think they can get 
everything back to normal overnight? Make building stones out of 
make-believe?" At his side, Tobiah the Ammonite jumped in and said, 
"That's right! What do they think they're building? Why, if a fox 
climbed that wall, it would fall to pieces under his weight."  Nehemiah 
4:1-3 (MSG)  
 

How I Should Respond: 
 

✓ ______________________________ 
 

“4Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their 
own heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where they are 
captives. 5Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out 
from your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence 
of the builders.” (Nehemiah 4:4–5, ESV)  
 

✓ Continuing the work with all _____________________. 
 

“6So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its 
height, for the people had a mind to work.” (Nehemiah 4:6, ESV)  
 

PLANNING TO ATTACK & CONFUSE: 
 

“7…8And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem 
and to cause confusion in it.” (Nehemiah 4:7–8, ESV)  
 

How I Should Respond: 
 

✓ Response: _____________________________ 
“9And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against 
them day and night.” (Nehemiah 4:9, ESV)  
 

2) Deal with my _____________________________ opposition. 
 

GREED: 
 

“4… “We have borrowed money for the king’s tax on our fields and our 
vineyards. 5Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children 
are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to 
be slaves…”” (Nehemiah 5:4–5, ESV)  
 

How I Should Respond: 
 

• __________________________________ 
 

“6I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7I took 
counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the 
officials. I said to them, “You are exacting interest, each from his 
brother.” And I held a great assembly against them” (Nehemiah 5:6–7, 
ESV)  
 

• ______________________________ 
 

“7… “You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” And I held a 
great assembly against them 8and said to them, “We, as far as we are 
able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to 
the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to 
us!”…” (Nehemiah 5:7a–9, ESV)  
 

3) Fighting to ____________________________ on the mission. 
 

“2… “Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of 
Ono.” But they intended to do me harm.” (Nehemiah 6:2, ESV)  
 

✓ If you get distracted you’ll say _________________! 
 

“3And I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work 
and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it 
and come down to you?” 4And they sent to me four times in this way, 
and I answered them in the same manner.” (Nehemiah 6:3–4, ESV)  
 

✓ Refuse to get focused on ____________ – stay on mission! 
 

“5In the same way Sanballat… “It is reported among the nations… that 
you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. 
And according to these reports you wish to become their king...” 
8Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been 
done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” 9For they all 
wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, 
and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.” 
(Nehemiah 6:5–9, ESV)  
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