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Part 3: Love As It Was Meant To Be
Louie Marsh, 6-22-2021

The Critical Command:

. a Life of God!

“I2we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you

to walk in a manner worthy of God... (1 Thessalonians 2:12, ESV)
“‘but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, ...(1 Thessalonians 2:4, ESV)

“%s0 as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him...” (Colossians 1:10, ESV)

¢ What is at the heart of this command? -

3"And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind...*°On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew
22:37-40, ESV)

“lIf | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, |
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if | have prophetic
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing.”
(1 Corinthians 13:1-2, ESV)

Four Steps In Living Worthy of God:

1) to Christ as my source of love.

But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at
Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you
the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.” (1 Thessalonians 2:2,
ESV)

“13] can do all things through him who strengthens me.” (Philippians
4:13, ESV)

This Means:

. ldon’t over past suffering.

. ldon’t to protect myself.
e ldon’t on people’s love & acceptance.
2) God be my audience of one.

®Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others,
though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ.” (1
Thessalonians 2:4, 6, ESV) (Galatians 1:10, ESV)

e | mustliveto God alone!

e This frees me from being a

e It allows meto have relationships.

3) myself from impure motives.

°For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a
pretext for greed—God is witness. (1 Thessalonians 2:5, ESV)

To do this | must...

o by the standards in God’s word.
J to others who are wise and mature,
o on God’s help!

“2Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my
thoughts! 2*And see if there be any grievous way in me...” (Psalm
139:23-24, ESV) (1 Kings 8:39, ESV) (1 Corinthians 2:11, ESV)

4) LEARN to give my soul to others in Christ.

“’But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of
her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were
ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you had become very dear to us.”...“*For you know
how, like a father with his children... (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8,11-12, ESV)

This Requires:

. A personal and long lasting to others.

. The willingness to be to others.
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