reTHINK #3
Sex & Sexuality
By Louie Marsh, 9-19-2021

Sex is

1) I live within God’s

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain
from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to
control his own body in holiness and honor, ® not in the passion
of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; ¢ that no one
transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the
Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you
beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called
us for impurity, but in holiness. & Therefore whoever disregards
this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to
you. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 (ESV)

e God’s Sexual Context —

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. Genesis 2:24

2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man
should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.

3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and
likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have
authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise
the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the
wife does. ® Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by
agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to
prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. ¢ Now as a
concession, not a command, | say this. 7 | wish that all were as |
myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind
and one of another. 8 To the unmarried and the widows | say
that it is good for them to remain single as | am. ° But if they
cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to
marry than to burn with passion. 1 Corinthians 7:2-9 (ESV)

e God’s Sexual Style —

4 that each one of you know how to possess himself of his own
vessel in sanctification and honor, ® not in the passion of lust,
even as the Gentiles who know not God; 1 Thessalonians 4:4-5
(ASV)

2) | —and all it leads me to do.

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery." But |
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye
causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to go into hell. Matthew 5:27-30
(NIV)

e To do this | must like God does.
(Isaiah 5:20-21, ESV) (Romans 1:21-24, ESV)

3) llive to first.

1 Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus,
that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to
please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and
more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you through
the Lord Jesus. 2 For this is the will of God, your sanctification:
that you abstain from sexual immorality; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-3
(ESV)

4) | live a life of

9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone
to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to
love one another, 10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all
the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers,
to do this more and more, 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (ESV)
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