reTHINK #4
Suffering
By Louie Marsh, 9-26-2021

Big vs. Small Picture: Luke 13:1-5; Matthew 5:45 (ESV)

God allows suffering because ...

1) God made humans in His

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.” 2’ So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)

2) God made us to

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the
Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law,
tested him with this question: 3¢ "Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?" 37 Jesus replied: "Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.' ¥ This is the first and greatest commandment.

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.” Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV)

3) Love cannot be forced but only

20 Noah, a man of the sail, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
21 When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay
uncovered inside his tent. Genesis 9:20-21 (NIV)

4) But God will hold us accountable on

34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are
evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good,
and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 36 |

tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for
every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Matthew
12:34-37 (ESV)

How Then Should | Respond to Suffering?

1) I need to
me and mine.

that suffering will happen to

18 4f the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it
hated you. 1° If you were of the world, the world would love you
as its own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. John 15:18-
19 (ESV)

2) I need to that God is active in my suffering.

20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as
they are today. Genesis 50:20 (ESV)

3) I need to
spiritual growth.

suffering as part of my

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the
affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly
burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.
9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who
raises the dead. 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 (ESV)

8 Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ ...1° that | may know him and the
power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, Philippians 3:8, 10 (ESV)
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