Life Under the Sun
Part 4. Focus on What Really Counts
By Louie Marsh, 8-28-2022

THREE OPENING QUESTIONS:

1) Am I telling myself about possessions?

“IAgain | saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun....
3But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not
seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes
4:1-3, ESV)

“ISAnd he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.” (Luke 12:15, ESV)

2) Am | heeding about priorities?

“4Then | saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man’s
envy of his neighbor. This also is vanity and a striving after
wind. The fool folds his hands and eats his own flesh. éBetter is
a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving
after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 4:4-6, ESV)

“33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33, ESV)

3) Am | getting | need?

“’Again, | saw vanity under the sun: 8one person who has no
other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, and
his eyes are never satisfied with riches” (Eccl. 4:7-8, ESV)

“66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer
walked with him. 6”So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to
go away as well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, %and we have
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of
God.” (John 6:66—69, ESV)

ONE POWERFUL FACT: Two Are Better Than One!

““Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for
their toil.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9, ESV)

WHY IS THIS TRUE?

e Mutual when I’'m weak.

“OFr if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!”
(Ecclesiastes 4:10, ESV)

“21_  Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.” (1
Kings 19:21, ESV)

e Mutual when I’m vulnerable.

“IIAgain, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one
keep warm alone?” (Ecclesiastes 4:11, ESV)

“16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from
following you...Your people shall be my people, and your God
my God.” (Ruth 1:16, ESV)

e Mutual when I’m attacked.

“12And though a man might prevail against one who is alone,
two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”
(Ecclesiastes 4:12, ESV)

“3...But truly, as the LoRD lives and as your soul lives, there is
but a step between me and death.” “Then Jonathan said to
David, “Whatever you say, | will do for you.”(1 Sam 20:3-4, ESV)

THREE WAYS TO RESPOND:

v
v
v

“24A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a
friend who sticks closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24, ESV)
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