Confronting Culture
Part Four: No Distractions
By Louie Marsh, 3-19-2023

1) To be a good witness | must be
on Jesus.

“ITherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2, ESV)

e To look towards Jesus means looking
from everything else.

2) To stay focused on Jesus | must all sin.

“1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy
and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual
milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is good.” (1 Peter 2:1-3, ESV)

3) To stay focused on Jesus | must myself.

“IIn the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle,
David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And
they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem.” (2 Samuel 11:1, ESV)

“4But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and
came and sat down under a broom tree. And he asked that he
might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life,
for I am no better than my fathers.” (1 Kings 19:4, ESV)

4) To stay focused on Jesus | must
between good, better & best.

“3BNow as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And
a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 3°And
she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to his teaching. 4°But Martha was distracted with
much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you
not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then
to help me.” “1But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you
are anxious and troubled about many things, #?but one thing
is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will
not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42, ESV)

“But | have this against you, that you have abandoned the love
you had at first. >Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, | will come
to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you
repent.” (Revelation 2:4-5, ESV)

5) Staying focused on Jesus means | follow the Word NOT
my

“7As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I
will follow you wherever you go.” °8And Jesus said to him,
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” >°To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my
father.” 50And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their
own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
61Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 82Jesus said to him, “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 9:57-62, ESV)
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