True Stories
Pt. 1: The Prodigal God, Luke 15:11-24
By Louie Marsh, 8-11-2024

1) God Is

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And
the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his
property between them. Luke 15:11-12 (ESV)

e | have direct access to God only in

> For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV)

e |t’s all about control and/or

e It's all about my ego &

16 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what
good thing must I do to get eternal life?" Matthew 19:16 (NIV)

e There’s a word for this -

3 In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of
the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of
his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for
Abel and his offering, > but for Cain and his offering he had no
regard... Genesis 4:3-5a (ESV)

2) God loves me with love.

13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered
his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began
to be in need. ® So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate,
and no one gave him anything. 1/ “But when he came to
himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have

more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! 18 | will
arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you. 1° | am no longer worthy
to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”
Luke 15:13-19 (ESV)

e God gives me free will so | may freely
to love Him.

e The Far Country is where my heart is at

e Leaving homeis a

e Apart from God’s grace it always ends in

e The great blessing — his moment of

3) God’s love is

20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 2?2 But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 22 And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to celebrate. Luke 15:20-24 (ESV)

e Our Father is always

Eastern Proverb: (God speaking) "Who draws near to me an
inch, 1 will draw near to him a mile, and whoso walks to meet
me, | will leap to meet him."

e His Forgiveness is
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