True Stories
Pt. 10: The God of Another Chance
By Louie Marsh, 10-13-2024

1) | can’t judge my spiritual life by
circumstances.

1 There were some present at that very time who told him about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans,
because they suffered in this way? 2 No, | tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on
whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that
they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in
Jerusalem? Luke 13:1-4 (ESV)

o Problems aren’t signs of

1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?”3 Jesus answered, “It was
not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be displayed in him. John 9:1-3 (ESV)

¢ Welivein afallen world where bad things happen to

30 Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together.
They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at
once the gates were shut. 31 And as they were seeking to kill
him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem
was in confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers and centurions
and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the
soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. Acts 21:30-32 (ESV)

e lam asinner and need to the gospel.

5 No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.” Luke 13:5 (ESV)

2) God will hold me for my life.

6 And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found

none. ’ And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years
now | have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and | find none.
Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ Luke 13:6-7
(ESV)

e Judgementis real and | will

13 each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will
test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that
anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a
reward. 1 Corinthians 3:13-14 (ESV)

3) God’s grace gives me a

8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig
around it and put on manure. ° Then if it should bear fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” Luke 13:8-
9 (ESV)

13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. James 2:13 (ESV)

15 1f anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he

himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 1 Corinthians
3:15 (ESV)
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