
                                                                                                                                   

                Suffering & God’s Response 
     Pt. 5 Choosing to Suffer 
     By Louie Marsh, 4-6-2025 

 

1) When I accepted Christ I accepted __________________ 
in His Name. 
 

“24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 16:24–25, ESV)  
 

2) This suffering can impact my _________________ life. 
 

“34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I 
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come 
to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law…” 
(Matthew 10:34–39, ESV)  
 

3) I suffer _____________________ as well as physically. 
 

“23And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 
9:23, ESV)  
 

“20I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
(Galatians 2:20, ESV)  [Matthew 7:13–14, ESV]  
 

4) Why not ask _________________? 
 
[Judges 6:1, ESV]  
“13And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is with 
us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his 
wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us…” 14And the 
Lord turned to him and said, “Go ,,,(Judges 6:12–14, ESV)  
5) Don’t ask why, ask… 
 

• ______________________ can I learn from this? 

“11For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it.” (Hebrews 12:11, ESV)  
 

• _________________________ can I deal with this? 
 

[Rom 12:1–2, ESV]  
“18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 
(Romans 8:18, ESV)  
 

• _______________________ do I go with this? 
 

“20Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain 
wisdom in the future. (Proverbs 19:20–21, ESV)  
[1 Corinthians 12:25–26, ESV]  
 

• ______________ can I help with the lessons learned? 
 

“4who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3–
4, ESV)  
 

6) A snap shot of living by ________________________ 
 

“33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made 
strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. 35Women received back their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, 
so that they might rise again to a better life. 36Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed 
with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of whom THE 
WORLD WAS NOT WORTHY—wandering about in deserts 
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.” (Hebrews 
11:32–38, ESV)  
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