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1) God’s Response to Suffering

e He suffered us.

“21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised.” (Matthew 16:21, ESV)

e He suffered us.

“4And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that
you may not enter into temptation.”... “*And being in agony he
prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops
of blood falling down to the ground.” (Luke 22:40-44, ESV)

e He suffered us.

“4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. °But he
was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:4-5, ESV)

e He suffered unto for us.

“2After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to
fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 2°A jar full of sour wine stood there,
so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch
and held it to his mouth. 3°When Jesus had received the sour
wine, he said, ‘It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit.” (John 19:28-30, ESV)

2) The Results of His Response

e He with us in our suffering.

“T4Since then we have a great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. "®For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. "5Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews
4:14-16, ESV)

e He gives our suffering

“3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, °and hope does not
put us to shame, because God'’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
(Romans 5:3-5, ESV)

“16So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. '"For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison, '®as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18, ESV)

e He offers us through His suffering.

“’In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, ®which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight’ (Ephesians 1:7—
8, ESV)

“23\When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
Suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to
him who judges justly. ?*He himself bore our sins in his body on
thegree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By

s you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:23-24, ESV)
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