The Book of Romans — The Gospel Manifesto
Pt. 2: The Bad News, Romans 1:18-3:20
By Louie Marsh, 5-4-2025

1) God wrath is stirred when | the truth.

'8 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. '° For what can be
known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 2° For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. 2! For although they knew God, they
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. ?> Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 3 and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Romans
1:18-23 (ESV)

2) God honors my free will by allowing me to

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,
25 pbecause they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who
is blessed forever! Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up
Romans 1:24-26 (ESV)

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave
them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil,
covetousness, malice... 32 Though they know God'’s righteous
decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they
not only do them but give approval to those who practice
them. Romans 1:28-32 (ESV)

Ways We Suppress the Truth:

[ ]
e Noone’s
e |was

that way.

3) When | condemn others I’'m condemning

T Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who
judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn
yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same
things... * Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God'’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? Romans 2:1, 3-4 (ESV)

4) | must be to be good enough for heaven.

2 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish
without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be
judged by the law. '3 For it is not the hearers of the law who are
righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be
justified. Romans 2:12-13 (ESV)

5) I'm just as much a sinner as

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we
have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under
sin, 1° as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; '’ no one
understands; no one seeks for God...?° For by works of the law
no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin. Romans 3:9-11, 20 (ESV)

6) God’s answer to sin is in Jesus.

6 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by
works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be
Justified. Galatians 2:16 (ESV) [Galatians 3:11-14]
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