Living in the Last Days
Pt. 7: Hanging Tough
By Louie Marsh, 3-12-2026

IN TOUGH TIMES | NEED TO...
1) to deepen my spiritual life starting NOW!.

““We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is
right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love
of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4Therefore we
ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your
steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the
afflictions that you are enduring.” (2 Thessalonians 1:3—4, ESV)

e Growing are two signs my

spiritual life is deepening.

Trouble Makes My Faith Grow By...

¢ Making me face truths.

e Testing to see if I'm a supernatural life.

2) to bring about justice.

“This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you
may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you
are also suffering— %since indeed God considers it just to repay
with affliction those who afflict you, “and to grant relief to you
who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels” (2 Thessalonians
1:5-7, ESV)

3) Compassionately to the lost.

“8in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. °They will suffer the punishment of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from

the glory of his might, "owhen he comes on that day to be
glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you was believed.” (2
Thessalonians 1:8-10, ESV)

4) on giving Glory to Jesus!

“1250 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you,
and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:12, ESV)

5) that God will fulfill His purposes in my life.

“11To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make
you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good
and every work of faith by his power,” (2 Thessalonians 1:11,
ESV)

6) YBH —

e Pay attention to my

“23Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs
of life.” (Proverbs 4:23, ESV)

“84You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are
evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
(Matthew 12:34, ESV) (Matthew 15:18, ESV)

e An open heart to God is the to real spiritual depth.

“4Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that
says: “ ““You will indeed hear but never understand, and you
will indeed see but never perceive.” 5For this people’s heart has
grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their
eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn,
and | would heal them.”” (Matthew 13:14—15, ESV)
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