Finishing the Story
Pt. 8: Saying Goodbye to It All
By Louie Marsh, 11-1-2026

1) Jesus wants one place in my life — !

“2Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said
to them, 25“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own
father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
(Luke 14:25-26, ESV)

“ISeeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth
and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:1-3, ESV)

“3\When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36, ESV)

2) When calls me, He calls me to

2"Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:27, ESV)

“4But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and |
to the world.” (Galatians 6:14, ESV)

3) Don’t start something until you’re sure you can

28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?
290therwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 3°saying, ‘This man
began to build and was not able to finish.” (Luke 14:28-30, ESV)

4) Don’t fight a war unless you’re sure you can

310r what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he
sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.

(Luke 14:31-32, ESV)

5) To really follow Jesus | must relinquish any claim to my

33So0 therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that
he has cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:33, ESV)

“T| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2, ESV)
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